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KIMBERLEY SCHOOLS 
Grievance 

MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [9.40 am]: My grievance is directed to the Minister for Education and 
concerns the condition of some of the schools in my electorate. As much as things look good in my electorate in 
terms of infrastructure for schools, the Kimberley is one of the fastest growing regions. It has a very young 
population, and that will have a long-term impact on the need for resources. I have here a copy of a newsletter 
from the Broome Senior High School. As usual, it is mostly good news. I seek leave to table it. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN: It is usually a very good newsletter that contains some good news and some not so good 
news. The student population of Broome Senior High School has doubled in recent years. There are now a lot 
more opportunities in Broome, and people have moved into the town. We have a young population, as I stated, 
and we are now finding that our classrooms are not big enough, and there are not enough facilities. Even though 
the federal government has made a huge injection of funds into the school, there is still a shortfall. It is a state 
school, and therefore it is a state responsibility. I have a wish list that I will table later as well. The main item is 
the performing arts centre, which is long overdue. There is a great indoor gymnasium. It is air-conditioned, 
which is something we need in the tropics. Now we need to look at helping these children develop their amazing 
artistic skills. Because of the residential college, we have also drawn in other kids from around our region. There 
are 40 places, but we actually need more like 100, and maybe 200 in a few years. Right now, we need to deal 
with the shortfalls. The school needs more classrooms. There are a few transportables scattered around the 
school grounds, but we need six more to deal with the crisis right now. These are urgent issues. We have 
estimated that it will cost about $20 million. To me, that is a minuscule investment in the children up there. 

Broome is the largest population centre in my electorate, and we want to keep people there. To do that, we want 
to make sure that the kids receive an education that is equal to what might be expected in the metropolitan area. 
Even though we are a couple of thousand kilometres away, we need to keep our kids at home. The residential 
facility has enabled us to do that, so kids are not heading off to Melbourne, Perth or Esperance. We need to make 
sure that we can keep them there and give them the best opportunities possible. We must deal with growth in our 
population, especially the school population. We also need more facilities for the teachers, and we need more 
teachers. Most of our teachers stay for the long term. They have made an investment in Broome and they do not 
want to leave. Again, $20 million would not go to waste. If more is available, we will take it�no problems. We 
would really appreciate it. A school that doubles its population in five years is something we need to prepare for. 
There will probably be another 30 per cent on top of that by 2010; that is, next year. They must be good 
breeders, or perhaps the TV was not working a few years ago! We really need more facilities. There are a couple 
of other requirements, including more toilets�that is just commonsense, but if we were not planning to double 
our student population, we certainly were not planning for these extra facilities�and more office space. We 
need good administration to make sure that the schools work properly. With the promise of schools becoming 
more independent and being able to make their own decisions, they will need a bit more space. The parking 
situation is also horrendous. Sometimes I have to park at the shopping centre and walk down to the school, not 
that that is a bad thing, but it could be made easier. 

Then, of course, there is Halls Creek District High School. One part of that school is about 80 years old. It is 
quaint and should be heritage listed, in my view. Some of the classrooms are so tiny that they would not hold 
more than eight children. We need facilities that will help close the gap and make school a more comfortable and 
inviting place for kids. There was a model in Kununurra called the Barramundi School. It no longer exists as 
such, but it was there when we needed it. It was a facility where older kids came to school, and they could have 
breakfast and wash their clothes. When they were not able to get what they needed at home, they could come to 
school and have some of their basic needs met, such as food, shelter and clothing. We need a model like that at 
Halls Creek. The school does not have the same principal as it had a couple of years ago, but its needs are still 
the same. Because of what David Faulkner did, the community now has very high expectations, because David 
set the bar very high. The school now has to interact and communicate with the community more. The 
community has stated very clearly it wants to do that, and it is willing to work towards it. Halls Creek needs 
more than what I have spoken about, including more classrooms. It has the oldest transportable buildings in the 
state, and a lot of them are falling to pieces. I do not think they would come up to occupational health and safety 
standards. We really need to have a look at that. 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands � Minister for Education) [9.47 am]: I thank the member for Kimberley 
for raising this issue of the schools in her electorate. I do not have all the answers for her this morning, but I will 
be following up on many of the issues she has raised. First, I will talk about the Broome primary schools. 
Roebuck Primary School will be getting a new four-classroom block at a cost of $2.8 million. Also, through the 
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Building the Education Revolution school pride money, it will receive $200 000 to provide shade, drainage, 
doors, paving, roofing and painting. There will be a sprucing up of the school as a result of that funding. That is 
very important in light of what the member is saying about increased numbers and the importance of attracting 
people to the local schools. 

The Broome Senior High School will receive from the state government a new science facility at a cost of 
$700 000. It is also a terrific boost for the school community, and while that is being done we can look at some 
of the other issues the member has raised. This school will also receive $200 000 worth of improvements 
through the Building the Education Revolution National Schools Pride Program. That will be for roofing, 
paving, painting and refurbishing of lockers. Again, some sprucing up will show the school community that we 
are intent on improving things there. Similarly, there will be some funding through the school pride money for 
the Broome Primary School, and I understand that the commonwealth is still to announce some other funding for 
primary schools and district high schools. The member has 23 government schools in her electorate, along with a 
number of non-government schools. Quite a lot of refurbishing, painting and basic maintenance will be done as 
well as some construction on many of those school sites. 

I want to pick up on something that the member mentioned about the design of schools. Particularly in the 
Kimberley, some of the older schools are inappropriate for the needs of children. As the member would know, 
one of the fundamental problems we are dealing with is attendance. Just on last year�s figures, which were given 
to me this morning, only two of the schools reported 90-plus per cent attendance, and nine others reported 
80-plus per cent, so the rest are below that. We must provide schools that kids want to go to and that parents 
want their kids to go to. The design of schools is a really important part of that, particularly with small remote 
schools. I was lucky enough earlier in the year to open the wonderful school at Fitzroy Crossing. It was designed 
for that school community, which had a great deal of input into the design. That school will make a great 
difference to the education of children in that area, and contrasts with some of the remote schools I have gone to 
in years gone by that have been little boxes with little windows, and the kids have been locked into those 
classrooms day after day. Aboriginal kids in remote areas need the sense of space, of seeing outside, and the 
school design needs to be in keeping with the environment in which they live and their needs. The older schools 
certainly do not provide that.  

My numbers show that the school in Halls Creek was built in 1950. A 1950s school is not appropriate for today.  

Mrs C.A. Martin: It has an even older building at that school.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I was told this morning that the oldest building was built in 1950, and I am interested to 
know that the school has an even older building.  

The beautiful new school at Fitzroy Crossing was designed with input from the school community and the 
general community; it is just sensational. If any members are up that way, they should visit that school to see 
what can be done with not only good architects, but also a department with the will and a community that wants 
to see change.  
We will see a similar revolution in Kununurra. As members know, the federal government has made a 
$60 million contribution to the development of the east Kimberley. We are going to see some fantastic things 
happening there. I particularly like the emphasis in that package, to some extent at least, on early learning, 
because unless we get that part right for kids in remote areas, as well as in Kununurra, and engage parents when 
children are young and in a complex with a range of services such as health, education, parenting and all the 
things that we need so that things go well for those kids, and unless we do that well, those kids will not get the 
best results in the coming years.  
I will run through this list because it is really important. There will be $1.6 million for an upgrade and 
refurbishment of the Wyndham early learning activities centre. That will give that community a great boost, 
which it really needs. 
Mrs C.A. Martin: And they are rapt about that.  
Dr E. CONSTABLE: There will be $0.6 million for the Warmun Early Learning Centre. That is not a 
government school, but we want to make sure that those children get the best. There will be $1.5 million for a 
mobile service to expand the reach of the Kununurra children and family centre. One of the keys to what we 
should be doing is getting out and about and reaching more groups. Rather than thinking that we have to have a 
new building in every centre, we must make sure that those services are available. There will be $25 million for 
an upgrade of the primary and high school on the high school site, $15 million for the district school, and 
$5 million for the Kununurra community library, which will be on the school site and will be a shared facility. 
That is a great way to go in a town of that size. 
Mrs C.A. Martin: It already operates as that, but it will be expanded.  
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Dr E. CONSTABLE: Yes. Another of the keys in what the government is on about is $2 million for the east 
Kimberley teacher training facility so that teachers can train there and there will be facilities for them. It will 
become a hub for all the smaller schools around. That is the new thinking that we have to put into these new 
schools. There will also be a trade training centre. I will make sure that we look particularly into Broome Senior 
High School and Halls Creek. 
 


